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Home Study Ideas    

 
Old Testament 
Home Reading 
Schedule 

 
• August 1-7 

Job 1-3; 12-14; 19; 
21-24; 38-40; 42 

• August 8-14 
Psalms 1-2; 8; 19-
33; 40; 46 

• August 15-21 
Psalms 49-51; 61-
66; 69-72; 77-78; 
85-86 

• August 22-28 
Psalms 102-103; 
110; n116-119; 
127-128; 135-139; 
146-150 

• Aug 29 – Sept 4 
Proverbs 1-4; 15-
16; 22; 31; 
Ecclesiastes 1-3; 
11-12 

 
 
 
 

 

Reading Poetry in the    
Old Testament 

 In the Old Testament books that come before the book of 
Job, we find mostly stories—narrative accounts that describe historical events from a 
spiritual perspective. Noah built an ark, Moses delivered Israel, Hannah prayed to 
have a son, and so on. Beginning with Job, we find a different writing style, as Old 
Testament writers turned to poetic language to express deep feelings or monumental 
prophecies in a memorable way. 

We have already seen a few examples of poetry sprinkled throughout the 
historical books of the Old Testament. And from the book of Job forward, we will see 
a lot more of it. The books of Job, Psalms, and Proverbs are almost entirely poetry, as 
are parts of the writings of prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Amos. Because reading 
poetry is different from reading a story, understanding it often requires a different 
approach. Here are some thoughts that could make your reading of Old Testament 
poetry more meaningful. 

It may help you to keep in mind that Hebrew poetry in the Old Testament 
isn’t based on rhyme, like some other kinds of poetry. And although rhythm, 
wordplay, and repetition of sounds are common features of ancient Hebrew poetry, 
they are typically lost in translation. One feature you will notice, however, is the 
repetition of thoughts or ideas, sometimes called “parallelism.” This verse from Isaiah 
contains a simple example: 

• Put on thy strength, O Zion; 
• put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem (Isaiah 52:1). 

 
And here’s an instance in which knowing that the second line is parallel to the 

first actually makes the passage easier to understand: 
• I also have given you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, 
• and want of bread in all your places (Amos 4:6). 
 
As you study the poetry in the Old Testament, remember that scripture 

study is most valuable when it leads us to Jesus Christ. Look for symbols, imagery, 
and truths that build your faith in Him. Listen for promptings from the Holy Ghost as 
you study. 

 

	 Wisdom Literature 
One category of Old Testament poetry is what scholars call “wisdom literature.” Job, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes fall 

into this category. While psalms express feelings of praise, mourning, and worship, wisdom literature focuses on timeless 
advice or deep, philosophical questions. The book of Job, for example, explores the justice of God and the reasons behind 
human suffering. Proverbs offers counsel on how to live well, including wise sayings collected and passed down from earlier 
generations. And Ecclesiastes calls into question the purpose of life itself—when everything seems fleeting and random, 
where do we find true meaning? You might think of wisdom literature as thoughtful conversations with inspired mentors 
who want to share some observations about God and the world He created—and maybe help you understand these things a 
little better than you did before. 

 


